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Romans 15:4 NIV

4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the
endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope.

Genesis 37:3 NIV

3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born to him
in his old age; and he made an ornate robe for him.

Genesis 37:5 NIV

5 Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more.

Joseph’s story is about beating betrayal by the power of God, who is with us.

Genesis 39:1-5 NIV

1 Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of
Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken
him there. 2 The Lord was with Joseph so that he prospered, and he lived in the house of his
Egyptian master. 3 When his master saw that the Lord was with him and that the Lord gave
him success in everything he did, 4 Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant.
Potiphar put him in charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned.
5 From the time he put him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, the Lord
blessed the household of the Egyptian because of Joseph. The blessing of the Lord was on
everything Potiphar had, both in the house and in the field.

Genesis 45:3-8 NIV

3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his brothers were not
able to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence. 4 Then Joseph said to his
brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am your brother Joseph, the
one you sold into Egypt! 5 And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves
for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. 6 For two
years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will be no
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plowing and reaping. 7 But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth
and to save your lives by a great deliverance. 8 “So then, it was not you who sent me here, but
God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt.

Trusting God’s bigger plan strengthens us to rise up, even when we’re stuck in a dungeon.

Genesis 50:20 NIV

20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being
done, the saving of many lives.

Trusting God’s bigger plan helps us fight the feeling of meaninglessness.

Ephesians 2:10 NIV

10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared
in advance for us to do.

LifeGroup Discussion Questions

1. What segment within the incredible saga of Joseph's life is most interesting to you?

2. Take turns reading through Genesis 39. Where does Joseph excel in his servant role? How
does he respond to seduction? How is the Lord with Joseph? Cite specific verses and explain.

3. What is one struggle you face in your current job? Does Joseph’s story speak to that? (If
necessary, refer back to Gen. 40-41).

4. Read Genesis 50:14-21. How does Joseph deal with family members who have hurt him so
deeply? What is his motivation for responding in this way?

5. What are some reasons teenagers and young adults struggle with meaninglessness? How
about middle age folks? Older adults? How could Gen 1:26-27; Gal. 2:20, Rom. 8:28, and Eph.
2:8-10 help us with these struggles?

6. What is one thing you commit to do differently after studying the life of Joseph?

7. Pray for one another to have the resolve of Joseph when facing impossible circumstances
at work, with family, and with unfulfilled dreams.
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